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JFK, King Deaths 


Are Seen 


By L. STUART DITZEN 

Bulletin Washington Bureau 

Washington — Rep. Henry B. Gon- 
zalez, Chairman of the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations said 
yesterday that there are witnesses 
prepared to testify that President 
John F. Kennedy and civil rights lead- 
er Martin Luther King Jr. were killed 
in separate conspiracies. 

Gonzalez (D-Texas) said the wit- 
nesses already have been interviewed 
by committee staff members. He 
stressed that he was talking about 
“threshold evidence . . uncorrobo- 
rated/ 1 which needed further check- 
ing, and he would not disclose the 
names of the witnesses. 

All official investigations in the past 
have concluded that Lee Harvey Os- 
wald acted alone in killing Kennedy 


as Plots 

and James Earl Ray acted alone in 
killing King. 

Ray is now serving a 99-year sen- 
tence in Tennessee after pleading 
guilty. 

In the Kennedy case, he said, the 
witnesses are former FBI and CIA 
agents who have knowledge of Os- 
wald’s dealings with the Soviet and 
Cuban governments prior to Ken- 
nedy’s assassination. 

Their statements, Gonzalez said, j 
“round out Oswald’s role.” He would j 
not elaborate except to say that if 
true, the witnesses' accounts clearly ; 
show a conspiracy. ! 

The witnesses, Gonzalez said, have ; 
information never before brought to j 
light. 

In the King case, Gonzalez said, wit- 
nesses have given committee in- 
vestigators information about Ray’s 
movements around the time of the as- ; 
sassination. Again, Gonzalez said, the 
witnesses statements indicate a con- 
spiracy. 

He did say the evidence in the King ; 
investigation involves “ths itinerary | 
Ray followed and his ability to get 
help from four persons in one Cana- 
dian city.” 

This help, and Ray’s trip to Portug- 
al “dearly indicate he was not 
alone,” Gonzalez said. 

Gonzalez hinted that the witnesses 
in the King case have criminal back- 
grounds. 

Part of the reason for keeping their 
identities secret, he said, is to avoid 
risk of their being killed. 

Gonzalez said he hopes to bring to 
light the statements the committee 
has received from its witnesses. But 
first, he said, the statements must be 
confirmed. 

The House voted Wednesday ftrkeep 
the assassinations committee alive 
until March 31. 

The committee will operate until 
then on an $84, 000-month interim 
budget. Its 73 staff members will re- 
ceive 65 percent of the salaries for 
which they were hired. The assassina- 
tion committee must draw up oper- 
ating guidelines for its investigators 
and return to the House with a full 
budget proposal before March 31. 




